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POLITICAL EXCHANGE, JAPAN 
Statement by Member for Merredin 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin) [12.58 pm]:  During the parliamentary break I had the privilege of participating 
in a political exchange to Japan, which was jointly organised by the Australian Political Exchange Council and 
the Japan Centre for International Exchange.  We were very lucky to take a delegation of members of Parliament 
and people involved in politics from all over Australia to explore the Japanese political system and also to enjoy 
very good fellowship with our colleagues from Japan.  We were afforded very open access to the Japanese 
political system.  We met with all the senior political parties and, in addition, had close talks with the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, and obviously with the 
Australian Embassy.  It was clear from this political exchange that there is a very strong relationship between 
Japan and Australia.  That is obviously a relationship that we will be looking to foster in the future.  A very 
topical issue at the moment is the access of Australian agricultural products to Japanese markets.  With the food 
scares across the world and the current ban on the importation of United States beef into Japan, there are 
substantial opportunities for Australian farmers in those agricultural areas.   

We also noted that Japanese regional areas have problems with political representation and expenditure of 
taxpayers’ funds similar to those in WA.  That was something we were able to bring home with us.  The biggest 
issue in Japan at the moment is sending the Japanese Self-Defence Force to Iraq.  The people there were very 
interested to know about Australia’s involvement in the Iraq war and what we thought about that involvement.  I 
thank everybody for affording me the opportunity to participate in this political exchange to Japan. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


